
APA MASTERCLASS
CONTRACTS

with Steve Davies & Charlotte Fraser

Please have a copy of the PIBS & Direct to Client contract open on your laptop

(available via APA Vital Docs on the Learning Platform)



MEMBER RESOURCES



APA standard contract
PIBS (Part 1) and Contract (Part 2)

When can you expect to receive these documents

and from whom?



Contract templates

1. Direct to Client and Non-UK Agency Agreements

2. Music Video Production Agreement (MVPA)

3. Tripartite and Bipartite Covid Addendum

4. Wrap Insurance Addendum

5. Non Disclosure Agreements (NDAs)

6. Master Service Agreements (MSAs)

and Statements of Work (SOWs)

7. Director’s Engagement



Why do you need  a 

contract?



Direct to Client contract



International agency contract



What makes a good 

production contract?
1. Make it clear what film is being made by referencing the script or treatment in 
the contract.
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5. Have a mechanism for changes and agreed additional costs

What makes a good 

production contract?

4. Define acceptance terms (more applicable to music video contracts) 

1. Make it clear what film is being made by referencing the script or treatment in 
the contract.

2. Define the deliverables

3. State the budget/payment terms



6. Set out what each party’s responsibilities (see the PIBS checklist)

What makes a good 

production contract?
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7. Have clear and defined postponement and cancellation provisions

What makes a good 

production contract?

6. Set out what each party’s responsibilities (see the PIBS checklist)

5. Have a mechanism for changes and agreed additional costs

4. Define acceptance terms (more applicable to music video contracts) 

1. Make it clear what film is being made by referencing the script or treatment in 
the contract.

2. Define the deliverables

3. State the budget/payment terms



8. Outline Weather Day provisions
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9. Deal with Force Majeure

What makes a good 

production contract?

8. Outline Weather Day provisions
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10. Address Covid-19 postponement and cancellation terms, including:

* Costs incurred and committed to;

* A percentage of the Director/Producer/Production fees (mark up)

What makes a good 

production contract?
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11. Most importantly, you should engage with the contract to ensure it 
meets the specific needs of the production.

*  Always make sure it is factually accurate and that you can comply to 
the terms.

What makes a good 

production contract?
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the contract.

2. Define the deliverables

3. State the budget/payment terms



Additional points to note

Copyright assignment

Client should deal with ad regulations

What makes a good 

production contract?



Poor cancellation terms

What are some warning signs 
of a bad contract?

- What are poor cancellation terms?

- What are the consequences?

- How are crew costs handled in case 

of cancellation?



Warning signs 

of a bad contract
Long payment terms



Warning signs 

of a bad contract
Long payment terms



Warning signs 

of a bad contract
Sequential payment terms



Warning signs 
of a bad contract

Client responsibilities



How to address 

amendments

- It’s often easier to assess what’s wrong 

with a contract vs. what’s missing

- Have a conversation with the client

- Tips on what to say (‘As per APA, these 

are the standard terms…’)

- Contact APA



NDAs
(usually received at pitch stage)



NDAs
Red flags

- Long duration period

- Penalty clause

- Non-compete clause

- Transfer of IP rights



COPYRIGHT

Einstein123!



- What is copyright vs. intellectual property?

- How should copyright assignment be handled in a 

production contract?

- What are some other types of IP?

- Trademark infringement; passing off

- Copyright infringement vs. taking inspiration

COPYRIGHT



COPYRIGHT

Filmmakers are now legally free to use the works of author 

A.A. Milne for inspiration and adapt some of his characters for 
new projects. 

Disney also holds a separate trademark on Mickey as a 
corporate mascot and brand identifier.

How long does copyright last?



COPYRIGHT & RISK 
ASSESSMENT

PAINTINGS



COPYRIGHT & RISK 
ASSESSMENT

BUILDINGS



COPYRIGHT & RISK 
ASSESSMENT

ALCOHOL



COPYRIGHT & RISK 
ASSESSMENT

VEHICLES; NUMBER PLATES



AI



AI



Thank you

Any questions?
Steve Davies & Charlotte Fraser
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